
Design Justification 
 
 Once our logo was designed, our group set up a Wordpress website and Twitter account 
to manage our online presence. Wordpress.com provides a strong platform to elegantly publish 
content. We initially chose a more muted theme for our website, but moved to the bolder 
Fanwood Light theme later in the project that brings together modern fonts with dark greys and 
punch of yellow. The color scheme of the website uses dark grays juxtaposed against bright 
yellow and white accents. We modified the background to be a solid black as opposed to a 
pattern to avoid the site being too busy. We also uploaded our own header image to personalize 
the look of the site. The header font is Chunk Five Web, a bold slab serif, and the body text is 
Arial, a basic font that allows the headers to really stand out. The design we chose is also mobile 
compatible, meaning that our research can reach a much broader audience. 
 In addition to customizing many of the visual elements of the site, we also created a 
menu that would lead visitors through the site. The menu links users to different parts of the site, 
including blog posts on the history of electric vehicles as well as informational posts on how the 
electric car operates. Our site has our Twitter feed on the sidebar as well as a summary of our 
project and a search bar for users to quickly find information on our site. We also included our 
blog posts on the front page so that users could quickly see what news, updates, and information 
we added to the site. 
 

Website Usability Study 
 
 The goal of our website is to educate users on the electric car and give people materials 
they may use to help educate others. If our project were taken out of the academic context, we 
would hope that our posters, postcards, and blog posts would be used by others to explain the 
fully electric car. Our website design and usability was focused around the key goal of education 
rather than selling. 
 Given this presumption, our design reflects the end goal of the website. When the user 
arrives on the homepage, they are greeted with an up-to-date blog posting, a well-organized 
navigation menu, and no advertisements. These visual cues help people understand that this is an 
educational website rather than a blog for marketing purposes. We also sought to distance 
ourselves from the color schemes and layouts of electric car companies as to not appear that we 
were an extension of a car company promoting its brand. There are no links on our site to 
manufacturer’s websites, only commentary on the environment surrounding the fully electric 
automobile.  
 As a simple educational website with a blog, we chose to analyze two components of 
Jakob Neilson’s heuristic analysis in relation to our website. Our website does not use any 
advanced features, payment processing, or social networking, meaning that many of the 
questions about error handling, user control, and documentation are not needed in our analysis. 
To this end, we looked at “Consistency and Standards” and “Aesthetic and Minimal Design” 



 
Consistency and Standards - Ease of Learning 

After a user arrives on the homepage, the navigation structure is intuitive and non-
obstructive.  It replicates systems other websites use - a logo at the top of the page, a drop-down 
navigation system, and a search bar in the sidebar. This is to decrease any friction the user may 
face using the site, meaning that they can rely on their memory of other websites to guide them 
around rather than scrutinize our site to figure out what to do. 

Once users enter into the website, the basic interface they encounter remains the same - 
the same header, navigation, and sidebar are used throughout the website. This keeps the site 
consistent so that users do not feel like they are leaving the site. Structural design changes, like 
omitting headers or sidebars, are often used to distinguish between different areas of a website 
(the most recognizable form of this is entering into a payment system - the layout changes to let 
you know you’re paying for a product!) Our website is not that advanced and does not require 
any changes in visual continuity to make this point to the user. 

 
Aesthetic and Minimalist Design 
 On our website, there are few, if any, superfluous features. Our goal was to avoid any 
disruptions in using the website so that users could immerse themselves in learning about the 
fully electric automobile. We used a minimalist color scheme, relying only on pops of yellow 
and white to accentuate header text and links surrounded by different shades of gray. 

One controversial feature we decided to implement was using light text on a dark 
background. For those with vision impairments, light text on a dark background is more difficult 
to read and in general is harder to scan than black text on white. However, we accommodated 
our users by adding more line spacing in the text as well as using a light gray text instead of 
white to make the stark difference between light text and dark background less severe. Our 
choice of Arial as the central font also helps the readability, as it is a commonly recognized and 
easy-to-scan sans serif font. 

 
Overall Impressions 
 Taken as a whole, the simple, familiar layout of our website allows the content of our 
website to shine rather than confuse users with too much information. Although we did take a 
risk with the light text on dark background, we mitigated many of the usability standards with 
typography edits and color choice. The goal of our website is to disseminate information and we 
did a good job designing a familiar platform with which to accomplish this task. 
 


